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Durga Pujo returns with memories that distance cannot diminish: the
rhythm of the dhaak, the fragrance of shiuli, and the anticipation of
stepping into a familiar pandal. For Bengalis far from home, these
memories find renewed life whenever we gather to celebrate, welcoming
old friends and making room for new ones.

Here in Queensland, we bring our own meaning to that homecoming
through shared rituals, cultural performances and the warmth of
community meals. In these moments, the celebration of Maa Durga and
Shakti reminds us of the strength we draw from one another and the joy
of belonging. Perhaps the most moving part of our Pujo is the meeting of
generations: children learning a mantra, young performers finding
confidence on stage, and elders sharing memories of celebrations in
Bengal. Through their participation, traditions become experiences that
the next generation can cherish and make their own. Through our cultural
programs, this connection comes alive — where the timeless beauty of
Rabindra Sangeet and Bengali poetry meets the energy of contemporary
performance. Each contribution reflects the creativity of a community that
continues to nurture its Bengali heritage while building a home in
Queensland.

Kashphool, our annual magazine, carries that same spirit into its

pages, offering a space for the voices and creativity of our community. Its
stories preserve something of our shared journey: the friendships we have
formed and the ways we continue to make a home away from home.
As the Bengali Society of Queensland approaches almost 3 decades of
existence, we thank every member whose care and commitment have
sustained this sense of belonging. Their contributions help our children
grow up with a connection to Bengal that they can carry wherever life
takes them. May this Pujo bring opportunities to reconnect, welcome
someone new and share a story worth remembering.

Shubho Durga Pujo to you and your families.

PATRONS
DR AsSHIM MAJUMDAR | DR ASHISH DAS | MR SHYAM DAS

Cover Page Design : Suman Sen | Magazine Design : Vijoy Goswami

Magazine Printed by : Kwik Kopy, Camberwell
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FINANCE SERVICES

More Homes
For Sale

Could Mean More
Negotiating Power

Hamara Finance Services
can help you:

J Understand your /ﬂ\ Thinking about buying?

borrowing capacity Get your finance ready before

Compare home-loan options you start negotiating.

across multiple lenders

B O

Work out your estimated e Call /WhatsApp:
repayments +61 478 956 267
o Arrange pre-approval so you're )
= ready when the right property appears Email: )
admin@hamara.au

Review loan structures and features
suited to your circumstances
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NEW HEALTH CENTRE OPEN

HOLISTIC CAREUNDER ONE ROOF

Narangba Station Health Centre combines advanced medical and allied

health services in one convenient location. As an extension of Narangba

Station Medical Centre, we're open 7 days a week with mixed billing, free

on-site parking, in-house blood tests and a comprehensive range of

healthcare services and treatments — allunder one roof.

@ Asthma Care

& Audiology (Hearing Tests)

) Diabetes Care
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Chronic Pain Management
Chronic Disease Management
Corporate Medicine
Employment Medicals

Driving Medicals

Gut Health

Health Assessments

Iron Infusions

SAVE OUR DETAILS

C TELEPHONE: (07) 35215523

 Menopause

) Periomenopause
 Men’sHealth

/ Mental Health Services
Physiotherapy
Podiatry

Seniors Health (Over 75)
Sexual Health

Skin Cancer Checks
Vaccinations
Women’s Health

WorkCover
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Address: Shop 3 & 4, 32-36 Main Street, Narangba, QLD

Available 7 Days
(Inc. Same Day
& After Hours)

Subject to availability

Family Visiting?
No Medicare Card?

We will do our best to
accomodate same day

@

Multilingual GPs

Ourdoctors speak English,
Hindi, Tamil, Telugu,
Kannada & Malay

NARANGBASTATIONHEALTH.COM.AU
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Let us celebrate Maa Durga. Let us celebrate our culture.
Let us celebrate the spirit of "we.” 8& "iﬁﬁml

Dear Members and Sponsors,

On behalf of the Executive Committee, it is my pleasure, to welcome each one of you to our Durga Puja
celebrations.

Durga Puja is much more than a festival. It is a celebration of faith, culture, family and community. For Bengalis
around the world, these days bring us closer to our roots and remind us of the values we share.

When [ was growing up, life was more about "we" than "me." Neighbours were like extended family. When
someone needed help, people came together. Sharing, caring and looking after one another were simply part of
everyday life.

Life has changed. We are more connected through technology, but often less connected to the people around us.
Our busy lives can make us focus more on our own families, work and responsibilities. In the process, we may
have lost some of the community spirit that once came so naturally.

Kamini Roy a trailblazing Bengali poet, educator, and social activist captured the importance of living for others
through the following lines..

WA Ay fIge aflkte
T N2 (FT WA ATF,
HAHTAF Old AFTA WIN4l,
TSI WNAT ATAd Al

These words remind us that we are part of something larger than ourselves. We all have a role to play in
supporting the people around us. Community begins with simple things. Helping a neighbour, supporting
someone going through a difficult time, giving our time as a volunteer, or making someone feel welcome can make
a real difference.

At Bengali Society of Queensland, we are proud to celebrate our Bengali heritage while being an active part of
the broader Australian community. We have much to share through our language, culture, music, food and
traditions. At the same time, we are enriched by the many cultures that make Australia home.

BSQ is strongest when we come together. Our volunteers, members, sponsors, performers, families and well-
wishers all play an important part in building our community. Together, we create not only celebrations, but also
friendships, support and a sense of belonging. As we welcome Maa Durga, let us bring the spirit of "we" back into
our everyday lives. Let us care for one another, respect one another and support those who need us.

Maa Durga represents Shakti, the divine feminine power. She is the protective mother and the warrior who
stands against evil. She represents courage, justice and compassion. As we celebrate Shakti, let us also respect and
empower the women in our lives. Our homes and our community should be places where women and girls feel
safe, valued and respected. The best way to pass these values to the next generation is to live by them ourselves.

On behalf of the Executive Committee, I sincerely thank all our volunteers, members, sponsors, performers and
well-wishers for your continued support. Your contribution makes BSQ the community what it is today. May Maa
Durga bless you and your families with good health, peace, happiness and prosperity. May Her strength and
compassion guide us towards a kinder, more inclusive and caring community.

\ 4
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PRIME MINISTER

MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER

DURGA PUJA

I send my warmest wishes to everyone marking Durga Puja.

In honouring the Goddess Durga. you are upholding something of profound spiritual
importance that has been nurtured and passed from generation to generation in the lands
of your heritage — and now here in the land that is your home and your future.

Offering as it does. a beautiful and powerful reminder of the Hindu community’s placed
in the story of modern Australia, the observance of Durga Puja also speaks to our

deepening sense of ourselves as a nation. And that is definitely worth celebrating.

I wish you all a wonderful and uplifting Durga Puja filled with energy. colour and joy.

The Hon Anthony Albanese MP
Prime Minister of Australia

October 2026
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HEARING SPECIALISTS

FREE EARWAX REMOVAL
FOR PENSIONERS AND VETERANS*

Private Pay

Instantly boost your hearing | $1 5 o
Book your appointment today! &=
% Improves hearing aid function (
% Instantly boosts your hearing o ]300 864 327
9 Relieves blocked ears . from Brisbane to

Tweed Heads
%) Can even alleviate tinnitus

* Conditions apply. HSP rules apply. Contact us or see in-store for full terms and conditions. Please ask about our subscription offers. Limited time.
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Queensland
Government

Premier and Minister for Veterans %ﬁ’b{g&%’\r’g

1 William Street Brisbane

PO Box 15185 City East

Queensland 4002 Australia

Telephone +61 7 3719 7000

Email ThePremier@premiers.qld.gov.au
Website www.thepremier.qld.gov.au

MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER OF QUEENSLAND

On behalf of the Queensland Government, | send warm greetings to everyone
celebrating Durga Puja 2026 with the Bengali Society of Queensland.

Durga Puja is a special time of celebration, reflection and togetherness, and an
opportunity for families, friends and communities to come together, honour tradition,
and share the joy of this festival.

The Bengali Society of Queensland makes a wonderful contribution to the vibrant
multicultural community across the state through its cultural celebrations, community
programs and charitable initiatives.

The annual Durga Puja celebrations have become a much-loved event, bringing people
together in a spirit of unity, respect and cultural pride.

The Queensland Government is proud to support multicultural communities, to enhance
social and economic inclusion through events, such as Durga Puja, which emphasise
the richness that diversity brings to Queensland.

As you gather to celebrate Sharod Utsav, | wish everyone a happy and peaceful Durga
Puja.

Shubho Durga Puja.

Do o™

DAVID CRISAFULLI MP
PREMIER AND MINISTER FOR VETERANS

XX XX
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Easy2Mortgage

Secuvring finance for your dreams

How we can help
m Home Loans

m Refinancing & Debt
Consolidation

.

m Car Finance

m Leisure Finance

m Insurance through our
partners

Sayed (Sam) Pardis
Owner & Mortgage Broker

Call 1300 97 97 66

Mobile 0414 963 626

info@easy2mortgage.com.au

www.edasy2mortgage.com.au
PO Box 1615, Carindale QLD 4152

Wishing everyone a joyous Durga Pujo!




OFFICE OF THE
LORD MAYOR

Brisbane

Message from
The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of Brisbane
Councillor Adrian Schrinner

| am delighted to send my warmest wishes to Brisbane's Bengali community as it comes
together to celebrate Durga Puja 2026.

Durga Puja is a special time of devotion, celebration and togetherness, bringing families,
friends and communities together to honour the traditions and cultural heritage of the
Bengali community. It is also an opportunity for the wider Brisbane community to share in
the colour, spirit and warmth of this important festival.

| thank the Bengali Society of Queensland for its ongoing work to foster connection,
inclusion and community spirit, and for bringing this celebration to life each year. Through
cultural celebrations and community initiatives, the society makes a valuable contribution to
our city’s multicultural fabric.

Brisbane is strengthened by the diversity of its people, and celebrations such as Durga Puja
help make our city a welcoming and vibrant place to live, work and relax. | am proud of the

many communities that share their traditions and contribute to the city we enjoy today.

| wish the Bengali Society of Queensland, its members, volunteers and guests a joyful and
successful Durga Puja 2026.

Yours sincerely

Adrian Schrinner
LORD MAYOR




v | CareKnight

Hospital visits,

Trusted companions for a smoother, safer and

Medical Concierge Services

more organised healthcare journey.

Hospital Admission

+
I&—I

Routine Check-up

and Discharge Support

2

Diagnostic
Support

Post Hospitalization
Support

Q: What exactly is CareKnight?

A: CareKnight is India’s first doctor-designed medical concierge
service. We provide trained, verified companions who accompany
patients to hospitals, clinics, and diagnostic centres—handling
everything from paperwork to post-visit care. Founded by
practising doctors, we bridge the gap when families can't be
physically present.

Q: Do you recommend any specific doctors or hospitals?

A: No. We believe the choice of healthcare provider should always
be yours. We do not recommend any particular doctor or hospital.
We are there to support your choice and help you navigate the
system you prefer. However, if you are confused or feel
overwhelmed by options, our medical expertise allows us to
provide guidance to help you make an informed decision.

Q: Who needs CareKnight'’s services?

A: Our services are a lifeline for:

e Busy professionals who cannot take frequent leave for
medical appointments.

e NRI families living abroad who want professional eyes and
ears on the ground for their parents in Kolkata.

e Outstation patients new to Kolkata's medical ecosystem.

e Elderly citizens who value their independence yet need
professional support during hospital visits.

Q: What services do you offer?

A: We offer two primary packages:

@ The Consultation 4 The Day Care Buddy

&R Companion (¥2,000)  f=88) (¥3500)
e Door-to-door escort e Comprehensive support
e Assistance with paperwork for surgeries or day-care
e Support during doctor procedures

interaction e Admission assistance
e A safe return home TPA coordination

(up to 6 hours) e Discharge management

©

o

O

© 0 o

O +9198316 33680 .
@ www.thecareknight.com
0 Serving: Kolkata Metropolitan Area

Doctor-designed. |

Q: Does your support end when the patient leaves the hospital?

A: Not necessarily. While our primary expertise is hospital companionship,
we understand that the home recovery phase is equally critical. Although
we do not provide home nursing directly, we help families arrange
post-hospital home care through our network of reliable, vetted third-party
providers, ensuring a seamless transition from hospital to home.

Q: Are your companions qualified and trustworthy?

A: Absolutely. Every CareKnight companion undergoes rigorous police
verification and holds Basic Life Support (BLS) certification. They are
trained to “speak the hospital's language” and are fluent in Bengali, Hindi,
and English.

Q: How do you keep the family informed?

A: This is the core of our service. Our concierge will provide you with
real-time updates at regular intervals once the service starts, helping you
virtually visualise the whole process via Whatsapp. These include
information on movements, the patient’s condition, photos of prescriptions,
a summary of the doctor’s instructions, a breakdown of expenses, and a
“Safe at Home" confirmation. At the end of the service, you receive a
complete report of the entire service.

Q: How do you handle payments for hospital bills?

A: We maintain 100% transparency. You can transfer funds to our company
account (a prepaid float system). We use these funds to pay hospital bills
on your behalf and refund any remaining balance with full receipts.

No cash handling, no hidden fees.

Q: How do | book a CareKnight?

A: It's as simple as sending a message. Share your appointment details
with us, and we handle the rest.

BOOK YOUR PEACE OF MIND TODAY E R,

i

)
Follow us on o r(-_]J

When you can’t be there, (A}, GA"C. .
R

iy

e Verified. | Trusted.

REAL-TIME UPDATES. COMPLETE TRANSPARENCY.
Because your loved ones deserve care, not just care-taking.




THE FEDERATION OF

INDIAN COMMUNITIES

OF QUEENSLAND INC
- g

The Federation of Indian Communities of Queensland Inc. (FICQ)

ABN 89 440 569 10
FICQ is the peak umbrella body for all Indian Associations and Indian diaspora in Queensland since 1997
To strengthen the voice of Indian Communities in Queensland

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT, FICQ

It gives me immense pleasure to extend my warmest greetings to the Bengali
Society of Queensland and the entire Bengali community on the auspicious
occasion of Durga Puja 2026.

Durga Puja is a celebration of faith, culture, community and the triumph of good
over adversity. Events such as these beautifully preserve our rich Indian heritage
while bringing people and communities together in the spirit of friendship,
harmony and inclusion.

On behalf of the Federation of Indian Communities of Queensland (FICQ), I
congratulate the Bengali Society of Queensland on another successful Durga Puja
celebration and commend your continued contribution to Queensland’s vibrant
multicultural community.

May Maa Durga bless everyone with peace, happiness, strength and prosperity.
Shubho Durga Puja!

Warm regards,
Dr Preethi Suraj
President

Federation of Indian Communities of Queensland




Shubho Durga Puja

from VProperty Consulting

Victory Over Uncertainty.
Invest With a Plan.

° Positive Gearing

Properties targeted to pay their way, so
your out-of-pocket stays as low as
possible.

Affordable Investment

Low entry prices mean almost anyone
can invest. Just speak to us.

WORK WITH US

Our team helps you unlock your DEB PANIGRAHI
sleeping equity, so you invest with the BUYERS AGENT

least out-of-pocket and keep more of INVESTMENT CONSULTANT

youl SOVlngS. LICENSED IN 6 STATES

SCANTO
SAVE MY
CONTACT

350+ 170+

PROPERTIES SECURED FIVE-STAR GOOGLE REVIEWS

& deb@vpropertyconsulting.com.au
&, +61406 603 869

@ vpropertyconsulting.com.au

Turning Real Estate

into Real Money

General information only, not financial or credit advice. Rental yields and cash flow outcomes are not guaranteed.
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DURGA PUJA OVER THE YEARS

By Shukla Chakraborty
( )
1992- 9
1994
oy A o AR
- Magazine
First three years of Durga Pujo celebrations by the Bengali community in Brisbane,
held at Manab and Shubhra Kar’s home. Brass statue belonging to Amit Basu’s family
used as Protima.
\ Venue: 22 Tucker Street, Chapel Hill. * No formal office bearers. )
r )
First shola Protima brought from India
1995 O Venue: Greenslopes Community Hall, Greenslopes.
No formal office bearers.
J
)
Bengali community of Qld formed with office bearers
1996 O Venue: Our Lady of Fatima Church Hall, Acacia Ridge.
President: Ashim Majumdar
J
- )
B° Q?zx’t--i; Coge R
‘ q,"’.""”’-"""" Bengali Society of Qld formed
1997 @ it . Venue: Our Lady of Fatima Church Hall, Acacia Ridge.
President: Ashim Majumdar
\ J
é Y
Bengali Society of Qld registered
1998 @ Venue: Senior Citizen’s Hall, Indooroopilly.
President: Krishna Majumdar
S v
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1999 @

2000 @

2001 @

2002 @

2003 @

Two Pujos held at two locations.

Venues:

1. Our Lady of Fatima Church Hall, Acacia Ridge
President: Kartik Roy

2. Anglican Parish Church Hall, 89 Fairley St, Indooroopilly.

Two Pujos held at two locations.
Venues:
1. Senior Citizen's Hall, Indooroopilly
President: Shyam Das
2. Anglican Parish Church Hall, 89 Fairley St, Indooroopilly.

Venue: Senior Citizen's Hall, Indooroopilly.
President: Shyam Das

Durca
Puja

2001

Magazine

Venue: Senior Citizen's Hall, Indooroopilly.

Venue: Senior Citizen's Hall, Indooroopilly.
President: Arun Datta

DURGA PUJA 2003

emgall Sochety of Queenstand Tne

Magazine

R X
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’
Venue: Jindalee Bowls Club, Sinnamon Rd, Jindalee.
2004 ® President: Manab Kar
L E
Glass-framed small clay Protima
imported from India. The first clay
2005 @ Protima damaged in transit was replaced
by the supplier at no extra charge.
Venue: Corinda Bowls Club, Corinda.
President: Manab Kar
Decoration : Sukumar Chakraborty Magazine
. i
2006 . Venue: Stafford State School, Stafford
President: Ramkrishna Choudhury
\= M4 Decoration : Sukumar Chakraborty Magazine
First large fibreglass Protima
imported from India.
2007 . Venue: Stafford State School,
Stafford;
President: Ramkrishna
Choudhury 5
ecoration : Sukumar Chakraborty Magazine
Venue: Stafford State School,
2008 ® Stafford
President: Ramkrishna
Choudhury
Decoration : Sukumar Chakraborty Magazine
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Dhaak brought from India.
Decorative lighting outside pujo
venue by Prabir Halder done for
the first time.

Venue: Albany Creek State School,
Albany Creek;

President: Indranil Chatterjee

2009 @

Decoration : Sukumar Chakraborty Magazine y

R oot ww gty
LAl < UL

Venue: Aspley State High
School, Aspley;
President: Indranil Chatterjee

2010 @

Bregadi Soxumy of Quecniisnd
Thurgs Pus 209

Decoration : Sukumar Chakraborty Magazine

Pujo held at this school hall for the
first time. Continuously held at this
venue from 2011 to 2019.

Venue: Aspley State School, Aspley; Al
President: Shyam Das bt

“ounm 201

2011 @

Decoration : Sukumar Chakraborty

‘Kashphool’ chosen as the name
of the Pujo magazine after a
competition where members were
invited to suggest names. Storage
facility for Protima and other
items set up.

Venue: Aspley State School,
Aspley

President: Sujay Maitra

el offzsr 385

- Durga @uja 2012
T > 2000 yeer

2012 @

¢ Sl
Venue: Aspley State School o ’b, ' g.‘?

| Aspley y < =3
President: Gairik & : ii

4 Majumdar

2013 @

Decoration : Sukumar Chakraborty Magazine
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2014 @

2015 @

2016 @

2017 @

2018 @

Venue: Aspley State School, Aspley;
President: Banibrata Mukherjee

Decoration : Sukumar Chakraborty

Venue: Aspley State High School,
Aspley;
President: Madan Panda

Decoration : Sukumar Chakraborty

Second large fibreglass protima im-
ported from India

Venue: Aspley State School, Aspley;
President: Ranajit Das

Decoration : Sukumar Chakraborty

Venue: Aspley State School,
Aspley;
President: Amit Basu

Decoration : Sukumar Chakraborty

Venue: Aspley State School, Aspley;
President: Amit Basu

Decoration : Sukumar Chakraborty

Magazine
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2019 @

2020 @

2021 @

2022 @

2023 @

Venue: Aspley State School,
Aspley;
President: Mahua Sen

Decoration : Sukumar Chakraborty

Magazine

Due to COVID restrictions
Durga Pujo was celebrated on
one day only (24 October 2020)
with limited numbers of people
attending at any one time.
Venue: Wavell Heights
Community Hall, Wavell
Heights

President: Meghamala Roy
Basu

Durga Pujo celebrated with
some COVID restrictions still in
place.

Venue: Aspley State School,

| Aspley;

President: Ramkrishna

| Choudhury

Decoration : Sukumar Chakraborty

Durga Pujo was celebrated to
mark the formation of

BSQ 25 years ago.

Venue: Coorparoo Secondary
§ College, Coorparoo;
President: Brinda Dutta

i Decoration : Sukumar Chakraborty

o

L= 4
ASRBRD BRI

Venue: Coorparoo Secondary
| College, Coorparoo;
/‘, President: Tapas Mandal

Decoration : Sukumar Chakraborty

Magazine
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2024 @

Venue: Coorparoo Secondary
College, Coorparoo;
President: Mantu Sarkar

Decoration : Sukumar Chakraborty

2025 @

Venue: Indooroopilly State
High School, Indooroopilly

President: Suman Sen

Decoration : Sukumar Chakraborty

Magazine

J




HAPPY

DURGA PUJA

May Goddess Durga bless you with strength, happiness,
peace, prosperity, courage, wisdom, love, harmony,
success, devotion, and endless joy

WITH BEST WISHES

DR RUMNA DE
RKUNDU MEDICAL PTY LTD
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A GLIMPSE INTO MEXICO’S MYSTERIOUS

PAST: THE ENIGMA OF TEOTTHUACAN

By Indrani Ganguly

00600000

‘And they called it Teotihuacan, because
it was the place where the lords were
buried... For so they said: 'When we die, we
do not truly die, because we wake, we live,
we rise.' Thus, they spoke to the dead: 'May
God look upon you,' when they made them
into gods.”— From the Florentine Codex,
documenting the earliest recorded Aztec oral
histories about the ruins, showing how they
filled the city's historical void with
spiritual mythology.

Ever since I read about Mohenjo-Daro
and Harappa, I have been fascinated with
cities which represented some of the most
advanced, highly populated urban centres
of the ancient world yet whose original
names, details of their rulers and languages
spoken and reasons for sudden decline
remain unknown.

o S e ...

However, I had never had the
opportunity to visit any till July this year,
when my husband Jozef and I went on a
guided bus tour to Mexico and visited
Teotihuacan, which is about 45 kilometres
northeast of modern-day Mexico City.

I had learnt from the background reading
I had done that Teotihuacan is considered
the greatest of Mesoamerica’s cities and

most famous for its pyramids. %

It thrived from 100 B.C. till its collapse, over
a thousand years later in 550 A.D. Unlike
most other famous archaeological sites in
Mexico, this one was not built by the Aztecs
or the Mayans. The ethnicity of
Teotihuacan’s creators, and initial
inhabitants is still unknown, even though at
its peak, this mysterious city housed a
population of over 200,000 people. There are
no portraits of individual rulers and the few
inscriptions which survive have not been
deciphered.

There are many theories about why the
city was abandoned. Most modern scholars
believe it was due to a mix of factors such
as massive uprising by various groups who
burnt the buildings of the elites like palaces,
administrative centres and temples, and
degradation of the surrounding

environment which made it difficult to
sustain a large population.

Thankfully, the Aztecs who migrated to
the site in the 1300s and 1400s, did not
destroy the pyramids or other buildings,
though they made some additions of their
own. They named the city Teotihuacan or
‘the birthplace of the gods’ and the two
largest pyramids, the Pyramid of the Sun
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and the Pyramid of the Moon. Temple.

After the bus dropped us off at Gate 2, we
walked down a narrow path flanked with
impressively large cacti. The guide gave us
some more information to whet our
appetites before letting us loose for one and
a half hours to wander around at our own
pace and take in the sights and sounds of
this awesome ancient city. We knew the
time allocated wouldn’t be enough to cover
all the sights, so we focused on what was
feasible: the Pyramid of the Moon, the
Avenue of the Dead and the Pyramid of the
Sun.

Pyramid of the Moon

Our first stop was the Pyramid of the
Moon, the second largest in Teotihuacan.
The most fascinating bit of information
about this pyramid is that it was built in
seven layers, one pyramid on top of the
other. Less exciting though not surprising
(given the accepted practices of the day) is
the discovery of human sacrifices in at least
the last 3 layers, most sat upright in the
lotus position, accompanied by animal
sacrifices and objects made of Obsidian and
Greenstone.

In front of the Pyramid of the Moon

I'd learnt from my research that at the
peak of the Pyramid of the Moon is a
platform where ancient ceremonies were

sed oo

carried out in honour of the Great Goddess
of Teotihuacan, the goddess of water, earth,
fertility and creation. However this is
inaccessible to visitors, who are only
allowed to climb to the fifth level of the
structure. I decided to stay on the ground as
I didn’t think my hip and knees would cope
with the steep stairs, but Jozef took up the
challenge. The climb was strenuous, but he
considered it worth his while, as he got a
fabulous panoramic view of the complex.

At entrance of the Avenue of the Dead

The Avenue of the Dead

Despite its name, this was not a burial
site but a ceremonial boulevard stretching
through the centre of Teotihuacan for over
two kilometres, with numerous platforms,
plazas and temples on both sides. The
Aztecs mistook the mounds and platforms
for tombs, hence the name.

Once again, I only went a short way,
preferring to potter around the platforms
and temples, and looking at the murals on
the walls, while Jozef did the fifteen-minute
walk to the Pyramid of the Sun. He didn’t
go to the end of the avenue which would
have been another fifteen minutes. The
length of the walk gives an indication of
how big this place is.

Pyramid of the Sun

This is the largest of the Pyramids in

Teotihuacan and the third largest in the
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world. Our guide had mentioned the shape
of the mountain behind the pyramid might
have been copied by the architects of this
pyramid and it certainly seemed possible
when we looked at it.

There was no information about what the
original inhabitants called the Pyramid of
the Sun or its purpose. The name was given
by the Aztecs when they discovered
Teotihuacan. Modern archaeologists have
confirmed that the axis of the pyramid
aligns with the setting sun on the equinox
which might be the reason for the Aztec
name. The purpose might have been ritual
activities including royal burials.

No-one is allowed to climb the Pyramid
of the Sun or explore the tunnel below it for
fear of degeneration through foot traffic and
vandalism. However, Jozef could explore
the base of the pyramid, while I looked at it
from a distance, continuing to wander
around the Moon compound.

Sadly, we couldn’t visit the third of the
great pyramids, the temple of the Feathered
Serpent or Quetzalcoatl, which is a
prominent deity for many Mesoamerican

religions as it was half an hour’s walk away
and our time was up. Besides, it was getting
too hot and humid for comfort.

My last thoughts as we walked back to
our bus were whoever the founders and
inhabitants of Teotihuacan were, their
civilization endured for centuries, and this
visit gave us a chance to glimpse what it
must have been like at the height of its
power. As a historian and sociologist, I was
keenly aware that it was not just the rulers
and elites but those whose blood, sweat and
tears-built Teotihuacan who need to be
remembered. Also to be remembered are the
men, women and children who were
sacrificed in order to placate the gods and
often as punishment. To paraphrase Honore
de Balzac, ‘Every empire is founded on a
bloody crime, but the crime is forgotten and
only the civilization remains.’
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NISSIM EZEKIEL (1924-2004): “FATHER OF
INDIAN ENGLISH POETRY”

By Portia Joshi

0060000

Nissim Ezekiel is one of the most
important figures in modern Indian English
poetry. He 1is often described as a
foundational figure in post-independence
Indian English poetry. He was not only a
poet but also an editor, critic, teacher,
mentor, and literary organiser. From the
1960s onwards, he played an important role
in the cultural and literary life of Bombay
(now Mumbai) and helped shape the
development of Indian poetry in English
(Kréatli). Ezekiel helped Indian English
poetry move away from the imitation of
British poetry. He showed that English
could be used to describe Indian cities,
ordinary people, everyday experiences, and
Indian social realities. He made ordinary
Indian life a suitable subject for serious
poetry.

Ezekiel belonged to the Bene Israel Jewish
community of Bombay, and his parents
were members of this community. His
identity was therefore both Jewish and
Indian. As he was Western-educated but
deeply connected to Bombay, this created a
sense of being both an insider and an
outsider. This tension can be seen in his
poem “Background, Casually.” The poem
explores his relationship with India and his
complicated sense of belonging. Ezekiel did
not express his Indian identity through
exaggerated nationalism. Instead, he
presented it through his personal experience
of living in India. His poetry therefore offers
what has been described as a form of critical
or questioning Indian identity (Ahmed 164-
69).

Ezekiel introduced a new urban, modern,
and realistic voice into Indian English
poetry. Instead of writing mainly about
India’s ancient traditions, mythology,
spirituality, or nationalism, he wrote about

everyday life. His poems deal with topics

such as Bombay/Mumbai and city life,
loneliness and isolation, love and marriage,
religion and doubt, social inequality,
hypocrisy, sexuality, and personal identity.
Bombay is very important in Ezekiel's
poetry. The city is not only a physical place
but also represents the poet’s feelings and
experiences. Poems such as “A Morning

Walk,” “Urban,” “Island,” and
“Background,  Casually”  show  his
complicated relationship with Bombay,

depicting both belonging and alienation.

Ezekiel often uses irony and humor. He
does not present himself as a perfect or
heroic poet. Instead, he also examines his
own weaknesses and failures. He uses the
same critical attitude towards society.
Through humor and irony, he points out
social problems and human weaknesses
combining reflection and social criticism.
(Ahmed 164-69). His poetry is usually
written in clear, economical, and
conversational = language. He avoids
unnecessary decoration. Although his
poems may appear simple, they often deal
with serious questions about life, society,
identity and morality. His poetry is known
for its precision, discipline, and control
(King).

He was influenced by poets such as W. B.
Yeats, T. S. Eliot, and W. H. Auden, as well
as by the British Movement poets. However,
he did not simply copy these writers. He
adapted modern poetic techniques to Indian
experiences (Kratli). This combination of
Western literary influence and Indian
subject matter helped give modern Indian
English poetry a distinctive character.

One of Ezekiel's important contributions
was his use of Indian English in poetry. In
poems such as “The Professor,” “Goodbye

®
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Party for Miss Pushpa T. S.” and “The
Railway Clerk,” he uses expressions and
speech patterns associated with Indian
English. His poem “Goodbye Party for Miss
Pushpa T. S.” for example, uses Indian
speech patterns for comic and satirical effect
(Ahmed 164-69). Ezekiel showed that
English in India did not have to sound
exactly like British English. It could be
adapted to express Indian life, humor, and
social realities.

Ezekiel’'s Jewish background and his
experience of living in India influenced his
thinking about religion. His poetry often
explores faith and doubt, morality, God,
human weakness, sin, and the search for
meaning. Collections such as Hymns in
Darkness and Latter-Day Psalms show this
religious and philosophical side of his
poetry (Kritli). His poetry helped establish a
modern Indian voice in English literature.
He was also an important editor and literary
organiser. He understood that literature
cannot grow through individual writers
alone.

Writers need journals, publishers,
readers, critics, and literary institutions
(Krétli). He worked with publications such
as Quest, Poetry India, The Indian
P.EN., Freedom First, and Imprint. His
work with Quest was especially important,
as he was its first editor and later served as
its reviews editor. The journal provided an
important platform for emerging writers
and poets such as Arun Kolatkar, Dom
Moraes, Gieve Patel, and R. Parthasarathy
(Kratli). His work with Poetry India was
also significant. He edited all six issues
of Poetry India published between 1966 and
1967. The magazine demonstrated that
English could act as a meeting point
between India’s different literary traditions
(Krath) The magazine published:

poetry written in English

* translations from Indian languages

* international poetry

* literary discussion

His collaboration with Meenakshi
Mukherjee produced Another India: An
Anthology of Contemporary Indian Fiction
and Poetry in 1990. The anthology brought
together contemporary Indian writing in
English and translations from Indian
languages (Ezekiel and Mukherjee). He was
an important teacher and mentor to younger

writers. Writers associated with his
influence include Dom Moraes, Adil
Jussawalla, Gieve Patel, and Eunice de

Souza, among others. He encouraged young
poets to take poetry seriously and believed
that a good poet needed:

 discipline

* careful revision

* precise language

* knowledge of poetic form

* serious thinking

* independent ideas

Bruce King describes Ezekiel as a major
turning point in Indian English poetry
because he helped change poetry from a
literary hobby into a serious artistic vocation
based on craftsmanship and purpose (King).
Therefore, Ezekiel did not only write poems;
he also influenced poets to develop their
own voices.

Ezekiel also played an important role in
building the Indian English literary canon.
A literary canon is a group of writers and
works that are considered important and are
widely studied and remembered. A canon is
created not only by writing good literature.
It is also influenced by:

* which writers are published

* which writers are included in

anthologies

* which writers receive critical attention

* which journals publish their work

* which books are available to readers

* which  writers are taught in

universities

Ezekiel was involved in many of these
activities. Through his work with journals,
literary organisations, universities,
publishers, and anthologies, he helped

\ 4
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create an environment in which Indian
English  poetry could develop. His
association with major publishers also
helped give his work greater recognition
and long-term importance. Ezekiel was one
of the people who helped create the literary
system in which later Indian English poets
could work (Kritli).

Awards and Recognition

He received the Sahitya Akademi Award
in 1983 for Latter-Day Psalms. The Sahitya
Akademi describes the collection as an
important contribution to contemporary
Indian literature in English (Sahitya
Akademi). He was also awarded the Padma
Shri in 1988.

Clearly, Nissim Ezekiel holds a
foundational position in modern Indian
English poetry. His poetry, editorial work,
teaching, mentorship, and institution-
building helped shape the direction of
Indian  writing in  English  after
independence. By combining Western poetic
techniques with Indian subjects, urban
experiences, Indian English, humor, irony,
and social criticism, Ezekiel helped establish

a distinctive modern voice in Indian English
poetry. His contribution extends beyond his
own poems: through editing, mentoring,
publishing, and literary organisation, he
helped create the conditions in which later
generations of Indian English poets could
develop and gain recognition.
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THE CRASH THAT SAVED EARTH

By Ritam Revan Ray Biswas

0060000

CREAK! The doors opened as I entered
the hallway to my secret, high-profile
rocket. The walls were off-white, with
pictures of legends who thrived long before
me. The air was polluted with petrol. My
hands trembled as I strapped myself in.

Why did they have to pick me? I didn’t
know that I had to explore the unknown! I
don’t have as much experience as needed. I
must explore unknown planets! I don’t
know what they were thinking. I'm clearly
not good enough. This job was made for
people who are fearless and more
experienced.

“5, 4, 3...” said the built-in speakers in
the rocket as I strapped myself in. My hands
were sweating profusely. I was trembling
uncontrollably. “BLAST-OFF!” shouted the
speakers as the rocket took off. I saw all the
buildings below me getting smaller and
smaller. I was leaving everything I loved for
the sake of exploration. Did I make a good
choice?

Normally, space travel takes a lot of time
to arrive at its destination. But this rocket
was the fastest rocket ever built: the
Shenanigans-539.

“T-minus 5 minutes till landing,” said the
Al in the rocket.

Suddenly, the rocket shuddered like a
dying beast. My heart banged against my
ribs like a trapped bird. The systems
repeated, “Error, error, error.” I prayed to
God that nothing would happen to me. My
heart raced very fast.

CRASH!

Everything went black.

“Hello? Commanding officer here,” said
the commander from the speakers.

With the last remaining strength I had, 1
replied, “Yes, sir. I'm alive.”

The radio crackled, then died right in

front of me.

“NOOOOQ!” I said in grief, as I had no
way to communicate back. I quickly needed
to find shelter, or I'd be a sitting duck on
this unknown planet.

As I walked through the forest, I saw
different types of animals. There were pink-
coloured tigers with 50 eyes and 20 legs, and
they were vegetarian. How is that possible?
There were other animals which were hard
to describe. I found hints of an intelligent
civilisation that could communicate with us.
There were plastic wrappings with
unknown languages.

They’re aliens nearby.

Soon, a high-tech castle loomed ahead. It
had laser cannons and rocket-powered fans
to slice up enemies. That is the silliest
weapon I've ever heard of!

Slipping through a breach in the castle
wall, I found a strange vacuum cleaner
sitting right in my path. It looked less like a
household appliance and more like a high-
tech defence weapon, so I grabbed it to
protect myself from the aliens.

I entered the hole very quietly. As I
entered, I heard that the aliens were
speaking in English!

“Phase one begins soon,” whispered the
general alien.

“YES!” said the rest of the aliens.

“Not if I stop you!” I said.

“Charge!” said the aliens.

My life flashed before
Everything was gone.

Suddenly, the vacuum started to rumble.
It started to suck the aliens up! I was saved!
Then I saw it.

My jaw dropped.
My rocket was there, but 10x better.
I ran as fast as I could into the rocket.

my eyes.
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ZOOM!

I took off towards Earth.

I was saved.

“Earth, this is Commander... I'm coming
home,” I said into the microphone.

Cheers exploded through the speakers,
filling the cabin with a warmth that I had
not felt since launch. A wave of relief

washed over me, loosening every knot of
fear that had been gripping my chest since
the crash.

I've done it.

I've saved the Earth.

And I've learned something new: fear
doesn’t stop you — unless you give it
power.

I've done it.
I've saved the Earth.

And I've learned something new:
fear doesn’t stop you —
unless you give it the power to.

- Ritam Revan Ray Biswas
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TRIBUTE TO BELA BHATTACHARYYA

By Her Loving Family

0060000

This is a tribute to our wonderful Mother
Bela Bhattacharyya who sadly passed away
in February 2025.

Our wonderful Mother was a rock to
myself and two Sisters Rumna and Jumna
after the untimely passing of our Father Dr.
M. N. Bhattacharyya 43 years ago.

She was a wonderfully dedicated Mother.
Generous and kind with a great belief in
humanity.

This belief lead her to becoming a
follower of the Vedantha tradition that
highlights the equality of religions.

She had an unwavering curiosity and
thirst for knowledge. She excelled at school
and university. But her quest for learning
did not end there. She read very widely and
loved to be up to date on a variety of topics
from nature to politics.

She supported and loved alternative films
and culture. Her favourite author was the
South American magic realist author
Isabelle Allende.

But more than anything she loved to
share ideas and learn from everyone. And

she felt everyone had something to
contribute  irrespective = of age or
background.

She loved nothing more than to have a
lively discussion late at night about world
affairs with her beloved Granddaughter
Tulshipatha. Very Bengali indeed!

When her Doctor advised her to exercise
more she joined the gym, started aqua
aerobics, home weights programme and of
course walking. She was determined and
loved living a healthy engaged life.

Home videos of Ma dancing at Christmas
and Durga Puja celebrations at Chapel Hill
fill our phones with wonderful memories.

And then of course there is Ma’s cooking.

She cooked from the heart and cooked
Bengali delicacies handed down from our
Grandmother with such love and care. She
was renowned for being the best cook in our
vast family. Ma’s beloved siblings and
nieces and nephews would call from the
corners of the world for cooking advice.

Despite being raised in a very wealthy
family Ma moved to live with Baba’s many
relatives in cramped quarters in New Delhi.

For decades my parents sent money to
countless relatives. This meant that Ma
would often not be able to buy a new sari
for herself but she willingly made these
sacrifices.

Ma taught herself knitting as a young
bride in the freezing New Delhi winters and
we still have so many of her amazing
creations. Most she gave away to the
Lifeline charity. Saying “ I want someone to
stay warm this winter”.

She taught Tulshipatha to knit, a hobby
she too excels at.

When we first arrived in Brisbane as one
of the only Indian families we struggled to
find food we could eat.

Ma quickly established a garden of
vegetables and took me in my pram from St
Lucia to West End on the ferry to buy
eggplants from the Greek markets there. It
was the only place to find them in Brisbane
back then!

Taking on the role of Mother and Father
to us was not easy. For decades Ma would
set the breakfast table for us late the night
before. Sending wus all to school and
university with a cooked breakfast.
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When I was studying at UQ Medical
School she would wash my formalin
drenched lab coat with dedication.

Her can do attitude shone through
whether it was chasing and killing spiders,
throwing a frisbee or gutting a fish!

She was a woman before her time who
was always open minded, accepting all
people and treating all with respect.

She remained a life long Greens
supporter. She faced many challenges in life
with grace and determination.

And throughout our lives she was and
remains our beloved, gorgeous, lively,
tierce, generous and brilliant Ma.

With love

Ms Arundhati Rumna Bhattacharyya
Dr Bhaswati Jumna Bhattacharyya
Dr Tuntuni Bhattacharyya

Ms Asha Tulshipatha Parker
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A BOY THAT LOST HIS MARSHMALLOW

By Rishan Das
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Once upon a time there lived a boy called
Steven. He also had a pet bird called Joe.
Joe does cool stuff on his stick in his cage
and Steven likes running,.

One day Steven and Joe went camping
together and Steven got marshmallows for
roasting. Then the next morning Steven
couldn’t

woke up and he find his

marshmallows! Steven looked everywhere.

Suddenly he saw marshmallows on the
ground. He followed the trail of
marshmallows and came to a cave. He went
into the cave and saw a whole packet of
marshmallows. Then he ran and ran out of
the cave. He stopped at his tent and got to
roast marshmallows with his bird Joe.
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Predjama castle (cave castle), Slovenia
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THE GREEDY FOX

By Shanaya Das
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Once upon a time there was a greedy fox
called Freddy. Freddy lived in a big cave
with his mum, his dad and his younger
brother. Everyday he would look up to the
sky and day-dream about him being the
king of the world and living in a luxury
palace with 10 butlers and 2 chefs. He
would also never eat any of his food unless
he could eat near the beach and watch the
sun set behind the mountain side.

One sunny morning, Freddy woke up to
find his family all packing up the cave to
move to another one because his old cave
got too small for all of his family members
to fit in. As the family set off to find a new
home, Freddy started wishing that he could
live all by himself in own cave. Suddenly, at
the corner of his eye he saw the most perfect
cave of all. It had a beautiful view of the
beach sunset and lots of food that took no
hard work to catch. He sprinted off towards
the cave with his family trailing behind him.

Finally, he arrived at the new cave. He
quickly set up all his things so that there
was no more room for anything else to fit in
the rooms. His family arrived a few minutes
later and asked if they could live in their
too. Freddy refused to let anyone in as his
family turned around and walked sadly
away. Lucky for them they had found a cave
that was just as good as their old cave and
was close to the beach so they could see
their son more often.

Since it was getting dark ,Freddy decided
to start sleeping. As he was snoring away in
his cave a BIG wave hit the shore on the
beach and washed everything away. The
next morning Freddy found himself in a
different cave with all his stuff surrounding
him. two worried faces stared at him. It was
his parents! “They must have heard about
the big wave hitting the shore and quickly
rescued me”, he thought to himself. That
was the moment that he realized to never be
selfish again.
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ADI SHAKTI

By Chaitee Dutta Guha
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The Mythological Story Behind the
Painting

This painting can be interpreted as Adi
Shakti, the primordial Divine Mother and
eternal source of cosmic energy. Her
graceful dance represents the rhythm of
creation the sacred movement through
which the wuniverse is born, sustained,
transformed, and renewed.

Her many arms symbolise her limitless
divine powers. She is simultaneously the
creator, protector, nurturer and destroyer
of negativity. Her open hands appear to
bless the world, suggesting fearlessness,
compassion and protection.

Though immensely powerful, her
peaceful expression reminds us that true
strength is guided by wisdom and serenity.

The great circle surrounding Devi
represents eternity and the endless cycle of
life. The flourishing green leaves connect
her with Prakriti, the living force of nature.
Her red saree represents courage, Shakti,
life and sacred feminine energy, while the
lotuses rising from the water symbolise
purity and spiritual awakening remaining
beautiful even when their roots begin in
darkness.

Thus, the dancing Devi tells an eternal
story: whenever darkness overwhelms the
world, Shakti awakens to restore balance,
hope and harmony.
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DEATH IS INEVITABLE
By Dr. Sujata Guha
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I am so impressed with my professor that
I believe her state of facts about death. Are
we in dilemma?

What is death means to us ?

*When the body stops cooperating, when
there is no chance of recovery, do not
perform treatments on me* -Dr. Lopa
Mehta

Dr. Lopa Mehta was a professor at GS
Medical College in Mumbai, where she
served as the head of the Anatomy
Department. At the age of 78, she wrote a
living will. In it, she clearly stated... “When
the body stops cooperating, when there is
no chance of recovery, do not perform
treatments on me. No ventilators, no tubes,
no unnecessary hospital commotion. My
final moments should pass peacefully.

Wisdom should take precedence over the
stubborn insistence on treatments.”  Dr.
Lopa not only wrote this document but also
published a research paper on death. In it,
she clarified that death is a natural,
inevitable, and biological process.

According to her argument, modern
medicine has never viewed death as an
independent concept. Medicine always
assumes that death results from some
disease, and by treating that disease, death
can be prevented.

But physiology is far more profound than
that.

She argues... the body is not a machine
that runs continuously. It is a limited system
with a specific amount of vital energy. This
energy does not come from some stored
tank but from the subtle body.

This subtle body is something everyone
experiences but cannot see. It is a system
composed of the mind, intellect, memories,
and consciousness.

This subtle body acts like a gateway for
vital energy.

This energy spreads throughout the
body, keeping it alive. The heartbeat,
digestion, and the ability to think all depend
on it.

But this energy is not infinite.

Each body has a specific amount of it.
Like a fixed battery in a machine, it cannot
be increased or decreased.

“As much as Rama winds the key, that’s
how much the doll dances”... as the saying
goes.

Dr. Lopa wrote that when this energy in
the body is depleted, the subtle body
separates from the physical body. At that
moment, the body becomes still. We call this
“the life force has left.” This process is not
related to any disease or any fault. It is the
internal rhythm of the body.

This begins in the womb, progresses, and
culminates in death. This energy is
constantly being spent every moment. Every
cell, every organ completes its lifespan. And

when the entire body’s “quota” is
exhausted, the body comes to rest
peacefully.

The moment of death is not measured by
a clock. It is a biological time. It is different
for each individual.

For some, life is complete in 35 years, for
others in 90 years. But both complete their
full journey.

If we do not see it as a defeat or
something forced, no one dies incomplete.

According to Dr. Lopa, when modern
medicine stubbornly tries to prevent death,
not only the patient’s body but the entire
family becomes exhausted. The cost of a
month in the ICU for a breath can
sometimes destroy a lifetime of savings.

Relatives keep saying, “There’s still
hope,” but the patient’s body has long been
saying, “Enough.”

4



Bengali Society of Queensland - Kashphool 2026

That's why she wrote... “When my time
comes, just take me to KEM Hospital. I trust
they won’t intervene unnecessarily. They
won't cause prolonged suffering in the
name of treatment. Do not stop my body.
Let it go.”

But the question is... have we made such
a decision for ourselves?

Will our family respect that wish? And
will those who respect it be respected in
society?

Do our hospitals honour such wishes, or
is a bill issued for every breath, and are
accusations made for every death?

This is not so simple. Balancing logic and
emotions is perhaps the most difficult task.

ASPLEY
BROWNS PLAINS CHERMSIDE SPRINGFIELD

COOPERS PLAINS

If we learn to see death as a peaceful,
inevitable process arising from the body’s
internal rhythm, perhaps the fear of death
will lessen, and our expectations from
doctors will become more realistic.

In my opinion, we should stop fighting
death and instead prepare to live before it.

And when that moment comes... face it
peacefully....... with dignity.

In the words of the Buddha — death is
the next stage in the journey of life. No
science can make it eternal.

That’'s why we must be able to observe
this true state.

DR SUJATA GUHA
MEDICAL PRACTITIONER

ANNERLEY

WISHART
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By Saheli Mukherjee
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May Goddess Durga bless your life with strength,
wisdom, peace, prosperity, love, joy, courage, and

endless harmony

WY W AN ALALGALALGA
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IDENTITY THEFT AND CYBER INCIDENT

RESPONSE AWARENESS

By Dr. Avirup Dasgupta

0060000

Dear friends and family,

Imagine waking up, checking your bank
account and discovering that someone has
already claimed a tax refund in your name,
or opened a credit card or used your credit
card to buy something — and you had no
idea. This isn't a movie plot. Several of my
friends and acquaintances have recently
been victims of this, both in India and
Australia. My own credit card has been
misused twice in the last two years. Just
last week, a friend of mine had a credit
card opened using his stolen identity, an
ABN and Centrelink hardship claim filed,
and even a fraudulent ATO refund
withdrawn — all without his knowledge.

In Australia, using data stolen from
major breaches like Optus and Medibank,
scammers are quietly creating fake my Gov
accounts, linking them to real people's
profiles, changing bank details, and
redirecting tax refunds to their own
accounts — before the victim even notices.
The damage? Over $550 million in the last
two years alone. ATO has since
strengthened its security — Strong mylD,
real-time alerts, and instant account locking
are now in place. But the fraud hasn't
stopped: ATO impersonation scams rose
150% in 2024-25, with thousands of new
complaints reported every month.

Back home India, "Digital arrest" scams
and identity fraud are causing massive
losses. According to government data, from
2022 to May 2026, nearly 300,000
complaints have resulted in losses
exceeding 34,000 crore. 2 of those were
made by me on behalf of my relatives.

If you or someone you know falls victim
to such cyber fraud, do not delay and
immediately = contact the authorized
channels below:

Immediate Action Protocol:

Australia

* Report Incident: Lodge a report via

https:/ /www.scamwatch.gov.au

Call IDCARE Identity Support: Contact

1800 595 160 / https://www.idcare.org.

— they don't just take reports, they help

build a recovery plan too

+ Tax: Contact ATO Identity Support at
1800 467 033 / https:/ /www.ato.gov.au.

» Banking: Notify your bank instantly to
freeze accounts and cards.

* Change passwords immediately after a
data breach — if you were using a
service like Optus or Medibank, update
your login details as soon as a breach is
disclosed. Turn on 2FA/MFA for
MyGov and net banking — a password
alone isn't enough. Use the Ilink
https:/ /haveibeenpwned.com/ to check
if your email ID was misused.

* Check your credit report regularly — in
Australia, you can get one free report a
year from Equifax, illion, or Experian.
Put a credit ban/freeze in place — you'll
get alerted before any new credit
account is opened in your name. In my
friend’s case -this actually caught
something: he was alerted when a
company had tried to access his credit
profile — turned out someone had used
his identity to apply for a driver’s job at
a car hire company)

» After any data breach you're part of,
check in with your solicitor or Will
provider too — confirm nothing tied to
your estate documents has been accessed
or altered using your leaked details

* Never click links from unknown
sources — myGov, ATO, or your bank
will never ask you to log in via an SMS
or email link

\ 4
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Immediate Action Protocol: India These frauds are spreading fast . Stay
* Report Incident: Lodge a report via alert, warn your famlly ar}d fr1enc}s and
https:/ /cybercrime.gov.in/ and call 1930 never click on suspicious links asking for

personal information.

Stay safe everyone.

Nandini Mukherjee




SWADEB CONSULTANTS PTY LTD

Overseas Insurance Consultants

CONGRATULATES

BENGALI SOCIETY OF QUEENSLAND
ON THE OCCASION OF

SARADIYA DURGATSAV

Contact: Deb Kumar De /Swapna De

Tel: +61468737994/+61448176942

Email: dkdpng@hotmail.com
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By Tripti Dasgupta (Roy Biswas)
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TRAVEL TO FRANCE, PORTUGAL, SPAIN AND

ITALY- EXPERIENCES AND SOME LEARNINGS

By Ramkrishna Choudhury

060606000

There is always a catalyst behind any big
tour!

Our catalyst this time was visiting Roland
Garros! And so, starts our planning for
visiting France for the third time. What can
we do beyond watching tennis and where
else can we visit at the same tour?

As the old proverb goes, pictures say
thousands of words! I tried to put many
pictures than adding mere unnecessary
words so that readers can enjoy the pictures

- {: _l i .

Grand Slam and surface creates slower, higher-bouncing
rallies and requires high physical stamina. The tournament
is named after famous French aviator Roland Garros

Notre-Dame de Paris, often simply called as Notre-Dame, is
a medieval Cathedral of Paris

and extend the imagination beyond written
words!

France

Our tour started with famous Paris where
we visited first in 1996 and then again with
our children Chandra and Joydip in mid-
2019! Few interesting attractions that we
missed last two times, we wanted to cover
this time apart from Roland Garros! So, we
visited famous Notre Dame and enjoyed
Moulin Rouge!

Guess the player that I am proud to
take a photo with?

AL

]
! :
!
\]

30 May 2026

-

A devastating fire caused a massive destruction of

I the cathedral and was restored at a cost of USD739m
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Portugal

Why Portugal?

I had wanted to visit Portugal as for over
500 years Portuguese had ruled Goa and
wanted to see what things I can find
common with India?

We stayed in Lisbon but did not spend
much time there but had booked our travels
to visit a place called Sintra next day.

Sintra

Sintra was amazing from landscape
beauty, weather as well as historic forts.
Sintra is a historic resort town about 2 hours
bus tour from Lisbon, known for its misty
hills, Pena Palace, Quinta da Regaleria,
Moorish Castle, Sintra National Palace.

We took a guided bus tour that we
boarded in Lisbon and took a whole day.
Sintra has been classified as UNESCO
World heritage Site for its historic palaces,
forts, castles and villas
Spain
Madrid

Madrid was our third major city in our
plan. The city architecture, quality of streets,
pavements were just extra ordinary. I must
visit again!

We went to watch a famous Flamenco show.
The theatre was quite small with
show was spectacular!

Flamenco show is a traditional Spanish
performance art from Andalusia that
combines expressive singing, guitar playing,
passionate solo dancing and rhythmic hand-
clapping. The show that we visited took
place in small intimate venue called tablaos,
we sat very close to a wooden stage to feel
the raw energy and emotion. It reminded
me little bit similar to Irish tap dancing and
sometimes Indian Classical dancing! The
structure of the show was oriented to steer
away following a strict storyline, rather,
performers improvised and fed off each
other's energy, wusing rapid footwork
(zapateado), emotional laments, and
encouraging shouts (jaleos)

Flamenco Show

Salamanca

Salamanca is a historic university city in
western Spain. Founded in 1218, it is the
oldest university in Spain and one of the
oldest functional universities in Europe. It
reminded me of Nalanda University in
India, the oldest in the world, but sadly
destroyed by infamous Bakhtiar Khalji!

\ 4
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Salamanca’s world-famous cured pork -seasoned with
smoked paprika, garlic and sea salt- slowly air cured over
three months made from dark-hoofed pigs

\ 05 June 2026

The University of Salamanca

Italy
Venice

Our first reaction looking at Venice
airport was a bit dull! Venice airport is very
small in size, similar to a country town
airport in Australia. Our Taxi driver
charged an exorbitant fare instead of going
by meter. Our 20 minutes ride cost us 70
Euro! The driver dropped us off near a
water taxi from where we had to go to our
Roman bridge over Tormes river- built between 27 BCE apartment! The boat ride was fancy with a
to79 CE. E*:E:f:ﬁjgflzgegr:o ‘f“;tg:;teegrti‘;ge‘;f“e' brought very nice-looking boat that cost us 70 Euro

for 20 minutes ride! OMG! I started to think
about basking in Venice rather than
enjoying our holidays! Mama mia!

Venice is built on more than 100 small
islands which has no roads, just canals. The
city was the capital of the Republic of
Venice for close to 1000 years, from 810 CE
to 1797 CE. The sovereignty of Venice came
to an end in 1797, at the hands of Napoleon.
It became part of Italy in 1866.

I found Venice being overrated and
would find it difficult to revisit. You will be
shocked to learn that I had to pay 130 Euro
for a fresh baked whole fish which rather I
would never have ordered had I known the
pricing. Mama Mia!

05 June 2026

Paella :
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07 June 2026
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The Leaning Tower of Pisa is a free-standing bell tower.
Perhaps it became famous for its 3.97 deg leaning due to
unstable foundation. The tilt had reached 5.5 degrees but was
reduced to 3.97 degrees due to remedial work.

Rome

The above picture is taken outside of famous amphitheatre in
Rome, which is called Colosseum, also as Flavian
Amphitheatre.

Leonardo da Vinci Museum- It displays a collection od
interactive machines based on the original sketches of
Renaissance artist Leonardo da Vinci. Another part of Colosseum
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Inside the Amphitheatre. It is the largest amphitheatre ever
built with a seating capacity of over 50,000! Construction had
started under Emperor Vespasian and was completed in 80 CE
under his successor.

Another touristic pic. Famous products of Sorento are large
sized lemons used to make limoncello.

Pompei

We all have heard about Pompei and how
the city was covered with volcanic ashes
and thousands of lives lost! Pompei was an
ancient Roman city that was famously
frozen in time by Mount Vesuvius in 79 CE.

Italy’s famous Margherita Pizza, made bread, mozzarella
cheese, fresh basil leaves and extra virgin olive oil.

Sorento

14 June 2026

i s b AR AR SR ARG b ol S s O PR S,

The picture above shows a body cast. This was created by
pouring liquid plaster into empty spaces left by victims who
died and decomposed beneath hardened volcanic ash

Sorento is a popular cliffside resort town in southern
Italy.
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Founded in the 8th century BCE by local Oscan-speaking
people, Pompei was used as a trading port by Greek and
Phoenician sailors. The picture above shows the marketplace.

Vatican City 15 June 2026

Church decorations at Vatican City

Vatican City is world’s smallest country! A city-
state surrounded by Rome, is the headquarters of
the Roman Catholic Church. With a population of

just 882, it is built on only 0.44 sq km. Pontifical
Swiss Guard as shown in the picture above, is the

official armed force in Vatican City.

The above picture was taken in Rome and
shows a place where Julius Caesar was
assassinated
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Dear Readers,

I am very happy to share some of our
stories, experiences and moments with you.
Spending a little bit of time in putting these
together will be worthwhile if you enjoy
going over the pictures and description.

Some of you may have visited these
places already and some may not have but
may be feeling inspired to visit the places.
Life is a journey and each of our journeys
are different. But let us enjoy, cherish and
share moments of our experiences to enrich
and brighten our lives together!

15 June 2026

The Catholic Church is decorated with beautiful
artwork. Some of the artwork can easily be
misunderstood as painting but they are not. Made out of
tiny pieces of tiles, they appear as if like a painting.

s
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REMEMBERING UTTAM KUMAR ON HIS

BIRTH ANNIVERSARY

By Sarbani Sur (Bhattacharya)

0060000

The Mahanayak Uttam Kumar as I knew
him

In the history of Bengali cinema, Uttam
Kumar is not merely an actor; he is an
emotion, a name synonymous with love and
affection. To remember him on his birth
anniversary is to return to the golden days
of Bengali cinema, when his very presence
on the screen sent waves of joy through the
hearts of audiences.

My elder sister, Arati Bhattacharya, a
well-known actress and leading lady of
Bengali cinema in her time, acted in several
films alongside Uttam Kumar. This was
during the 1970s and 1980s, when I was a
college student. Whenever my sister had a
shooting schedule with Uttam Kumar, I
would hear countless stories about him
from her.

I also accompanied my sister on a few
outdoor shoots. On those occasions, I had
the privilege of coming into Uttam Kumar’s
company and seeing him at close quarters. I
consider myself fortunate to have had that
opportunity.

To look back on a great star like Uttam
Kumar is not simply to remember an actor;
it is to relive a glorious chapter of Bengali
cinema. The Uttam Kumar I knew remains a
memorable chapter in my life.

SR

ASANHARAN

I first saw Uttam Kumar at Technicians’
Studio in Kolkata, where he was shooting
the film Stree with my sister. My very first
impression was of a man with an
extraordinary personality. I must confess
that I was completely mesmerised by his
presence. There was an indescribable aura
and charm about him.

During the shooting, I watched him
deliver his dialogues in his own distinctive
style. His expressive eyes and effortless
charisma set him apart from everyone else.

What made his acting so special was that
he never seemed artificial. Whether he was
expressing joy, hurt, love or sorrow, every
emotion felt as though it were a part of the
audience’s own lives. His on-screen
chemistry with his leading ladies also gave
Bengali cinema a wunique charm and
sweetness.

I accompanied my sister on several
outdoor shoots in which Uttam Kumar was
the hero. I would like to share two little
incidents from one such trip.

These incidents took place during the
shooting of Asadharan in Jagdalpur. We
were staying in a large house belonging to
the producer. My sister and I shared one
room, Uttam Kumar and Supriya-di
occupied another, Santu Mukherjee had a

.
e

) o .
FULL MOVIE
v o P
A

» 2:09:08

©& YouTube - Uttam Kumar Movies
Asadharan | SISTIRTET - Bengali Full
Movie | Uttam Kumar | Arati ...

Watch the Bengali Full Movie
“Asadharan : STSTHTAST" J1e& S7CT,...
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room of his own, and Jayshree Roy was
staying in another room, possibly with her
mother, though I do not remember that part
clearly.

Since we were all staying in the same
house, we often had dinner together.
However, Uttam Kumar and Supriya-di did
not join us every evening; their meals were
usually served in their room.

On the evenings when Uttam-da and
Supriya-di did join us, I would watch him
with great fascination. He was a
wonderfully humorous person who had a
knack for saying amusing things. When he
was present, he usually did most of the
talking, while the rest of us listened. Every
now and then, he would turn to me with a
gentle smile and ask, “Are you enjoying
yourself?”

His smile was truly captivating. He was
extraordinarily handsome in person.

One day, we were travelling to the
shooting location in an Ambassador car. I
was sitting in the back with my sister, Arati-
di, and Santu-da, while Uttam-da sat in the
front beside the driver. Everyone had
already had their makeup done before
leaving. The car windows were tinted, and
the shooting location was barely half a
kilometre away.

But even from a distance, we could see
that there was an enormous crowd gathered
at the spot. A few policemen in khaki

uniforms and some volunteers were
struggling to control the crowd.
As soon as our car arrived, the

production manager came over and said,
“The director says the situation isn’t good.
Please go and wait at an empty spot a little
further away. We'll call you when things
have settled down.”

Uttam-da seemed a little irritated.

Anyway, our car moved to a relatively
quiet spot a short distance away and
stopped. We started chatting. Santu-da was
doing most of the talking.

There was a tea stall nearby, and Santu-

da asked the driver to bring some tea in
earthen cups. A young boy came over with a
kettle and the cups. Uttam-da had tea too.

We were sitting inside the car with the
windows slightly lowered, wondering when
we would be called to the shooting location.

Just then, a middle-aged man wearing a
dhoti and a short-sleeved kurta came
cycling past our car. Suddenly, he stopped
his bicycle and peered through the gap in
the window for quite some time.

Then he asked Santu-da, “Have you
people come here for a film shoot?”

Santu-da replied, “Yes.”

The man asked, “And who might you be,
then?” Santu-da said, “I'm  Santu
Mukherjee.”

The man then turned towards my sister
and asked, “And who are you?” My sister
replied, “I'm Arati Bhattacharya, and this is
my younger sister, Sarbani.” The man
simply said, “Oh!” and cycled away.

Uttam-da burst into laughter.

“See that? That man doesn’t know any of
you! He didn’t ask who I was because he
already knows me!”

I could see how much he was enjoying
the joke. He was having a wonderful time
teasing my sister and Santu-da.

Suddenly, we noticed that the man had
stopped his bicycle again and was coming
back towards us.

Uttam-da exclaimed, “Oh, no! Here he
comes again! Why is he coming back?” The
man came right up to Uttam-da’s window
and asked, “But you haven’t told me who
you are, sir!” We all burst out laughing.

With a rather sheepish expression,
Uttam-da replied, “This humble fellow’s
name is Uttam Kumar.”

We erupted into laughter once again, and
Uttam-da joined in. Who knows what the
man made of all this? He simply pedaled
away at full speed and disappeared.

We had such a wonderful time that day,
especially watching the expression on
Uttam-da’s face.

N4
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The other incident took place on the last
day of shooting.

The scene required Uttam-da to drive a
cycle rickshaw, with my sister sitting in it, as
they travelled along a village road.

A rickshaw had been arranged, and my
sister had taken her seat. Uttam-da sat in the
driver’s seat. The moment he released the
brake and started pedalling, the rickshaw
began veering to the left!

Everyone rushed to grab it before
anything went wrong. There was quite a
commotion.

The director wanted Uttam-da to shoot at
least one portion of the scene from the front,
with the camera capturing him. The
remaining part could then be filmed from
behind, with someone else driving the
rickshaw. But Uttam-da firmly refused.
“No, no! I can’t do this. I'll end up killing
myself!”

Just then, everyone suddenly saw my
sister sitting in the driver’s seat of the
rickshaw, pedalling away at full speed!

Everyone was astonished. She went some
distance, turned the rickshaw around and
came back. As she returned, everyone burst
into applause.

Uttam-da looked at her in amazement.
“How on earth did you do that, Arati?” he
asked, laughing. The truth was that my
sister had always been a bit of a daredevil
from childhood. Whenever she got hold of a
rickshaw belonging to one of the rickshaw
pullers at our maternal uncle’s home in
Chinsurah, she would take off with it at full
speed.

That was quite a spectacle in itself!

But an even bigger spectacle was about to
unfold. Uttam-da jokingly said, “Since Arati
knows how to drive a rickshaw, let her
drive it. I'll sit in the passenger seat!”

My sister protested, “How can that be? It
would completely change the meaning of
the story!”

The director wasn’t willing to agree
either. Anyway, the shooting was completed
somehow, and Uttam-da managed to get
one satisfactory shot.

4

There

are many more incidents I
remember, but those will have to wait for
another day.

Times have changed. The tastes of
audiences have changed, and so has the
language of cinema. Yet Uttam Kumar’s
appeal remains undiminished.

The Mahanayak left us many years ago.
But his films, his performances and his
smile continue to remind us that some
artists do not belong merely to their own
time; they belong to eternity.

On his birth anniversary, I offer my
humble tribute and heartfelt love to the
Mahanayak, Uttam Kumar.
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EXPRESSING LOVE

By Ashok Vasandani

0060000

A lot of learned people advise us, “If you
Love someone, you must tell them before it
is too late”. “If you love your parents, your
spouse, your children - tell them that you
love them before it is too late”

ISTHAT REALLY SO?

DO YOU REALLY NEED TO TELL
THEM, “THAT, YOU LOVE THEM.”

I DON'T THINK SO.
Few days back I received a clipping on
WhatsApp. It was about Expressing Love.

The Speaker was narrating following
incident from his own life:
Quote:

“My Father was a very tough guy. Never
spoke much. Whenever you spoke to him
his reply would be in monosyllable - Loud
and Snarling type. This is how he behaved
even when I met him after a gap of a month
or two. I would be enthusiastic and would
be expecting a pleasant conversation. But a
simple question like, “how are you OR how
is Mom” will generate a loud & snarling
monosyllable reply “GOOD.” That’s all. In
fact, it would be so discouraging that I
would be scared to ask any further
questions.

Right from my childhood days, I always
wanted to ask him one question. But could
never ask him because of his nature. Once,
when he picked me up from airport and we
were driving back, I somehow gathered the
courage and asked him, “Dad, how come
you have never, never ever, told me that
You Love Me.” He pulled up the car to a
side. There followed uneasy silence. I was
really scared of his reaction and was
avoiding looking at him. But finally, when I
did look at him, I was aghast with what I
saw. He was crying. Tears rolling down his
cheeks, his chin quivering. A tough man, a

strong man, whom I had never seen even
near crying, he was crying!!!

Finally, he said, “Son, don’t you know
that I love you???” “With tears in my eyes, I
hugged him and told him, “Dad, I love you
more than anything else.”

And then, the speaker concludes, by his
suggestion to audience:

“I was lucky, I clarified my childhood
doubt with him. Because a few months later
my father died. And I learnt the most
important lesson of my life - “Say it, while
You Can.”

Speaker continues: When you love your
parents - tell them so, when you love your
children - tell them so, when you love your
spouse - tell him / her so, when you love
your friends - tell them so, when you love
anyone - tell them so, while you have time.
Else it may be too late.”

Unquote

Really!!!

Is that really so?? Do you really need to
tell all those whom you love, that you love
them.

I DON’T THINK SO.

According to me, LOVE is an EMOTION.
And you certainly do not need words to
express your emotions.

In fact, we all have observed throughout
our lives, that whenever we are
experiencing emotional moments, our
words always fail us.

Let me explain: ANGER is an emotion:
Do you express your anger in words, “Hey
listen, I am angry with you.” OR, the anger
gets displayed in your facial expressions,
your body language, your aggressive stance,
your shouting, your tone (not words) when
you speak in Anger.

ANXIETY is an emotional state: Do you
express it in words, “I am anxious,” OR it

\4



Bengali Society of Queensland - Kashphool 2026

gets displayed in your behavior, doing
things haphazardly, unnecessary haste etc.

FEAR is an emotion: When You come
across face-to-face with an aggressive dog or
any other animal, or a Thief trying to rob
you at knife point, do you express your fear
in words, “Oh!! I am afraid of you.”
Obviously not. You either run away, or hit
back or shout for help.

Similarly, LOVE is an EMOTION. You
don’t need to express it in words. Love
simply gets expressed. And believe me, the
opposite person definitely experiences your
love for him or her. In fact, if you need
words to express it, then probably
something is lacking in your love. Or maybe
something is lacking in opposite person that
he is not able to experience your love.

And what is lacking in the opposite
person is EMOTIONAL SENSITIVITY.

This is exactly what happened between
the son and father above. Son lacked
emotional sensitivity and could never
experience his father’s love for him. That is
why he felt the need to ask his father, “How
come you have never told me that you love
me.”

That one insensitive question shook his
father to the core and made him cry. If we
further analyze the exact reason that made
him cry - it was the pain associated with
that question. His own son is questioning
his love for him??

So, please believe, and firmly believe in
the fact that, you definitely don’t need
words to express your love for anyone. With
little bit of sensitivity, the opposite person
will definitely experience it. When Animals
(Your Pets) can sense your love, humans can
definitely sense it.

In addition to emotional sensitivity, your
love also gets expressed in the way you
SERVE the person you love. It is obvious,
isn’t it? The person whom you love, you
naturally serve him or her, out of love and
affection.

Take for example the Love of a MOTHER

for her child. Does she go on telling her
child frequently, “I love you.” OR, her love
for her child is displayed in her every action
of serving every need of her child. She will
know exactly what her child needs at any
particular time and she will ensure that her
child gets it. If it is food - she will serve him
with food; if it is attention - she will pay
attention to the child; if it is studies - she
will help the child with studies.

Every time, in every moment she is
serving her child. That is how she expresses
her Love for her child.

Same is true for FATHER. He will do
everything to provide for his child’s needs.
He may not speak about it. He may not
express openly about it. He may do it
silently, but he will definitely do it. If
sometimes if is out of his reach and means,
he will definitely try his best to serve his
child’s needs. He will definitely do it.

This is true even for FRIENDS. You don’t
go on telling your friends, “I love you.”
Your love simply gets expressed. It gets
displayed in the way you serve each other,
help each other, support each other, act as
emotional anchor for each other. It also gets
expressed in the right you express on each
other’s time, availability, things etc.

And this is true for every relation, every
person you love. You don’t need to express
it in words - SIMPLY SERVE them and with
little bit of Sensitivity they will definitely
experience your LOVE

You don’t need to Express Love in words,
just Serve your loved one

B e

Ashok Vasandani

Author of well acclaimed books :

“MAGIC OF WHY” &

“Amar Shaheed Hemu Kalani - Leadership
in Martyrdom”
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TOP /N TOWN

INDIAN RESTAURANTS
07 3195 3501 0476 528 660

1981 Logan Road, Upper Mt. Gravatt

TOP ‘N TOWN

Arabian Mandi

UPPER MOUNT ogan Road, Upper Mt. Grava
GRAVATT UPPER MOUNT
GRAVATT

Mandi 4t drakia
Wheee taste meels lradition

SLACKS CREEK
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MOUTH WATERING RECIPES

By Pamela Sarkar
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HONOURING EVERY LIFE
EVERY CULTURE, EVERY TRADITION

Care, understanding and suppotrt when your family needs it
most.

George Hartnett Metropolitan has supported Brisbane families for more than 145 years,
taking the time to understand what matters most and create meaningful farewells.

CULTURALLY RESPECTFUL FUNERAL SERVICES

A farewell that reflects your loved one’s beliefs, values, religion and heritage.

@ PERSONALISED SERVICES @ MULTICULTURAL CARE
Funeral and memorial services shaped around Support for many beliefs, religions and cuitures,
the unique story of each family. with translation assistance often available.
@ LOCAL BRISBANE SUPPORT @ HERE 24/7
Twelve funeral homes across Brisbane, with Support is available whether you need help now
local funeral directors ready to gulde families. or want to plan ahead.

WE’RE READY TO HELP

Call 1300 662 172 + Available 24/7

(") George Hartnett .
Metropolitan Funerals ‘ Somerville Funerals

Honouring Lives
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POETIC REFLECTIONS

By Mrittika-Pamu (Nitzana Joshi)
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Where does it hurt?

“Where does it hurt?”
The answer is easy when you're seven, and you've grazed your knee on the playground.
The remedy is even easier, a band aid and a kiss before you're on your way again.

“Where does it hurt?”

The answer is easy as you breathe through the cramps in your stomach from your first
period.

The remedy is simple, a painkiller and a nap before you straighten up and continue on.

“Where does it hurt?”

The answer gets stuck in your throat as your heart splits in two, your very first heartbreak.
There’s no easy fix or simple remedy, but you know time heals all wounds before you start
again.

“Where does it hurt?”

The answer doesn’t come.

How does one explain the hurt that comes from nothing and nowhere?
There is no quick fix or simple remedy for the hurt that haunts your heart.

Copyright © Mrittika-Pamu, 27th April 2026

Scraps

I can’t have all of you, that much is clear.
So I'll take the scraps I can get, hold them tight, hold them dear.

They dig into my palms, cutting my hands open.
Crimson drips from my fingertips, your name interwoven.

Cries fall from my lips, as I beg and I plead.
You pull further away, leaving me desperate with need.

I claw at the shards you left behind,
The meaning of love playing a cruel joke on my mind.

You said it’s for the best and maybe that was true.
But as I tear my heart out, all I can see in the pool of blood is you.

Copyright © Mrittika-Pamu, 8th September 2026
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WHO AMI?

By Dr Sujata Guha

0060000

After retirement,

with no job, no routine,

and a quiet house echoing with silence...
I finally began to discover my true self.

Who am I?

I built bungalows,

raised farmhouses,

invested in ventures big and small,

yet now......I find myself bound within four
simple walls.

From bicycle to moped, bike to car,

I chased speed and style —

but now, I walk slowly......alone, inside my
room.

Nature smiled and asked,
“Who are you, dear friend?”
And I replied,”I am... just me.”

I've visited states, countries, continents,
but today....... my journeys stretch
only from the drawing room to the kitchen.

I learned about cultures,status and
traditions,
but now....... I simply long to understand

my own family.

Nature smiled again,
“Who are you, dear friend?”
And Isaid....... “I am... just me.”

Once I celebrated birthdays, engagements,
and weddings in grand style —

but today, look forward to having slept well
and need to feel hungry

Nature asked once more,
“Who are you, dear friend?”
And I answered,....”I am... just me.”

4

Gold, silver, diamonds, pearls —
Are sleeping quietly in lockers.

Suits and blazers , glittering sarees —

hang untouched in wardrobes.
But now...... I live in soft cotton attire,
simple and free.

I once mastered English, French, Hindi —
but now, I find comfort in talking in my
mother tongue.

I travelled endlessly for work,

And worried about those profits and losses
But now ...... measure sharp and faded
memories.

I ran businesses, Trust, company

nurtured a family, built many connections,
but now........my dearest companion

is the kind neighbour next door.

I once followed every rule,

Strived in education —

but now......... I finally see what truly
matters.

After all of life’s highs and lows,

in a quiet moment,

my soul whispered back to me.

Enough now....... Get ready,

O Traveller, It's time to prepare for the final
journey...

Nature smiled gently,

“Who are you, dear friend?”

And I replied....... It’s just me!

“O Nature,

You are me......And I am you.
Once I soared in the skies,
Now I touch the
grace....... Forgive me...

Give me one more chance to live......

Not as a money-making machine, but as a
true human being —

With values, with warmth of my family,
With unconditional love.”

earth with

# _To all ‘Seniors' of my age there; wishing
you love, strength, and peace._
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MY DURGA PUJA EXPERIENCE

By Srija Sinha
$0000600

I am Srija Sinha. I am a 7 years’ old little girl. I live
in Brisbane. I have went to Durga Puja since I was
too little.

I have seen Durga Puja in Brisbane but never seen
Durga Puja at Kolkata. However, my parents told
me that Durga Puja is a big celebration and
emotion throughout the year. People make special
things. All people comes together and celebrate
with songs and dances. It is very good experience
to me.

Last year I gave flower to Maa Durga. And my
mom told me it called Anjali. In Brisbane, lots of
people come together to memorise these good
memories.

My favourite part is that I got new dresses and my
mom shared lot of information and photo about
Durga Puja.




GREEN BIOFUELS
AUSTRALIA

Green Biofuels Australia is working to develop and commercialise
large scale zero emission liquid biofuel projects which can provide a
diesel fuel alternative to the Australia’s mining industry to meet with
its regulatory obligations for decarbonisation.

Key Contacts:

Gour Choudhuri
Director-Technical and Co-founder
Email: Gour.Choudhuri@GreenBiofuels.com.au

Charles Easton
Managing Director and Co-founder
Email: Charles.Easton@GreenBiofuels.com.au
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By Gairik Majumdar
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WISHING EVERYONE HAPPINESS
AND PROSPERITY
ON THE AUSPICIOUS OCCASION OF
DURGA PUJA

7ol ST Jrsesl @ Sferv

SUSAM MEDICAL PTY LTD
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Subhro Sinha




Travel & Tours

AN IATA APPROVED AGENT, SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 2002 IN QUEENSLAND

CONTACT US:

FOR SPECIAL AIRFARES TO INDIA/INDIAN-
SUBCONTINENT/OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD

WE, ALSO SPECIALISE IN ESCORTED TOURS TO
INDIA/NEPAL/SRI LANK & /BHUTAN/OTHER PARTS OF THE
WORLD.

CONTACT: Phone No. 07 3272 2825

Mobile No. 0412 031 301

a8 | 10 Tel No. 61 73272 2825 Email: shyamdas@targettraveltours.com.au
IATA | fgnt Postal Address: P O Box 1257, Sunnybank Hills Qld 4109, Australia
Website: www.targettraveltours.com.au
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‘ Ritik Redan Ray Biswas ‘
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2% MoreThan Home Loans

Stress-free finance solution provider

Bikash Sikder

Your Home Loan Specialist

B 0468 332187

FOR YOUR:

» First Home Loan

» Land Loans

» Construction Finance
» Commercial Loans

» Refinances

» Consolidation Solutions
» Investment Loans

BECAUSE:

We have 200+ Loan Products
» Business Loans from over 30 Lenders/Banks

» SMSF Loans

» Car & Equipment Finance

» Development Finance

We do not charge you a fee but
find you a better deal

We are licenced credit provider

and specialised in Financial
Strategy and Structure

Mob: 0468 332 187 | Email: bsikder@morethanhl.com.au | www.morethanhl.com.au
Licenced Credit Provider. Australian Credit License Number 384 324, ACR 442 683

MoreThan Financials Pty Ltd T/As MoreThan Home Loans. ABN 27617556000




Finding the right financing option can be
challenging...

but begins with talking to a
truly independent finance
professional focused on the

best outcome for you.

At Das Capital Finance, we

do just that.

With access to owver 40

lenders, we are able to

offer yvou financial solutions

l tailored to meet yvour needs

Das Capital Finance

Mob: 0432678427 Email: info@dascapital.com.au

Over 20 Years’ Experience

Ovwver 20 years industry experence providing simple and best solutions to

often complex needs and requirements.
Focus On Needs

Holistic view on client’s finance needs, to achieve both short and long-

term goals
Full Financial Services

Able to provide full financial service to clients, including Home
Loans, Commercial & Business Finance, Equipment Finance, as
well as SMSF Loans.
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